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KARUIZAWA: ONCE IN A LIFETIME 

 

To mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of the distillery, Number One Drinks Company Ltd 

today announces the its final expression from the legendary Karuizawa. The release of 145 bottles 

is a fitting celebration of the glory of Karuizawa Distillery (in production from 1955-2000). 

 

The name Once in a Lifetime is inspired by the Japanese concept of ichigo ni ichido, in recognition 

of the precious nature of each moment and the understanding that every occurrence can only 

happen once. As Dave Broom writes: ‘It is having the knowledge that everything is transient, and 

therefore to appreciate it fully we need to treasure each fleeting moment. You can observe it in 

the way in which a great bartender holds a spoon, how the sushi chef handles a knife, the potter 

understanding the feel and flow of clay.’ This concept also applies to the whisky of Karuizawa. 

 

Once in a Lifetime marks the end of an era and some of Japan’s finest craftsmen have been 

assembled to realise this project: wooden boxes lined with local cedar have been handcrafted in 

Kyoto by Goda-san of Inwood using ex-Karuizawa staves for the lids; a nine-panel label has been 

designed by Chouemon Senda of Karacho, founded in Kyoto in 1624, featuring ancient pictographs 

to illustrate key elements of the Karuizawa story. Because of the nature of the karakami process, 

no two washi labels are identical.  

 

Marcin Miller of Number One Drinks, observes: ‘It has long been our intention to showcase the 

entirety of Karuizawa, rather than the snapshot provided by a single cask. This bottling, our final 

release, includes whiskies we have held back from the 1960s through to 2000, the year production 

ceased: it is the most complete Karuizawa.’ 

 

According to Dave Broom’s tasting notes: ‘Now the flavours of its entire existence are assembled, 

from its early smoky, blunt power, to the wild, feral elegance and complexity of the 1980s, then the 

lighter, fruit-driven last phase. Balanced, complex, resonant.’ 

 

Karuizawa: Once in a Lifetime (58.4% ABV) will be available from The Whisky Exchange from 

November 2025 with other markets to follow. Recommended retail price £19,950. 
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